
Team USa Game NoTeS

USA (3-0-0-0) vs. Norway (1-1-0-1)
March 18, 2010 • 7:00 p.m. • Semifinal Game

Team USA Schedule
Saturday, March 13

South Korea W, 5-0

Sunday, March 14
Czech Republic W, 3-0

Tuesday, March 16
Japan W, 6-0

Thursday, March 18
Norway (Semifinal) 7:00 p.m. 

Friday, March 19
Seventh-Place Game 12:00 p.m.
Fifth-Place Game 3:30 p.m.
Bronze-Medal Game 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 20
Gold-Medal Game 12:00 p.m. 

Contact:
Alex Clark

Manager, Communications
USA Hockey

alexc@usahockey.org

Cell Numbers:

(847) 302-1116
(778) 938-8702

2010 Paralympic Winter Games • Vancouver, B.C.

Alexi Salamone, F -- Team USA’s leading scorer in
Torino four years ago, he is currently tied with Lipsett
with five points in three games and, like Lipsett, has
scored in all three U.S. games. Salamone was born
disabled in Briansk, Ukraine, 14 months after the
nuclear plant meltdown in Chernobyl. His legs were
amputated in Moscow at age four, and he was subse-
quently adopted by the Salamone family and brought
to the United States.

Taylor Chace, D -- A defenseman who likes to jump up
into the play, Chace leads Team USA’s defensemen
with four points (2-2) in three games. Chace outshot
the entire Czech Republic team on Sunday, firing
seven shots on goal in that game to the Czech
Republic’s six.

Steve Cash, G -- Arguably the sport’s top goaltender,
Cash was recently named the U.S. Olympic
Committee’s 2009 Paralympic SportsMan of the Year
after posting a 0.77 goals-against average and .940
save percentage at the 2009 IPC World Championship
last May. He’s putting up even better numbers so far,
as he has yet to allow a goal in 120 minutes played.

• TODAY’S CONTEST -- The 2010 U.S. Paralympic Sled Hockey
Team will take on Norway in the first semifinal game of the 2010
Paralympic Winter Games sled hockey tournament. The U.S. is par-
ticipating in its fourth Paralympic Winter Games, having made its first
apperance in Nagano, Japan, in 1998. Meanwhile, Norway has par-
ticipated in all five previous Paralympics of which sled hockey was a
part. The teams faced each other three times during the 2009-10 sea-
son, with the U.S. holding a slim 1-1-0-1 advantage. The two squads
last met Jan. 23 in the semifinals of the 2010 Japan Para Ice Sledge
Hockey Championships. There, Taylor Chace (Hampton Falls, N.H.)
scored a game-winning overtime goal to send Team USA to the title
game, which it would win. The U.S. and Norway have met four previ-
ous times in the Paralympic Games, with Team USA posting a 1-1-0-
2 record in those outings. The U.S. most famously defeated Norway,
4-3, in a shootout in the gold-medal game of the 2002 Paralympic
Winter Games in Salt Lake City, Utah. Norway got the best of the U.S.
in 2006 in Torino, however, knocking off Team USA, 4-2, in the semi-
finals.

• HOW THEY GOT HERE -- The U.S. enters the Paralympic Winter
Games as the tournament’s top seed having captured the 2009 IPC
Ice Sledge Hockey World Championship last May in Ostrava, Czech
Republic. In fact, the U.S. National Sled Hockey Team has won the
last three IPC-sanctioned sled hockey tournaments, including the
2009 World Sledge Hockey Challenge in Charlottetown, P.E.I., last
November and the 2010 Japan Para Ice Sledge Hockey
Championships in Nagano City, Japan, this past January. Meanwhile,
Norway entered the tournament ranked second after losing to the
United States in that IPC World Championship title game, 1-0. The
U.S. scored in the game’s final minute to secure the win.

• THE STORY -- This marks the second straight Paralympic semifinal
match-up between these two teams, as Norway knocked off Team
USA, 4-2, four years ago in Torino, Italy. The winner of today’s game
will advance to the gold-medal game on Saturday afternoon, while the
loser will play for the bronze on Friday night. Norway has played in
the gold-medal game of every Paralympic Winter Games in which
sled hockey has been featured. Meanwhile, the United States is hop-
ing to make its return to the gold-medal game after winning the gold
in a shootout over Norway in Salt Lake City, Utah, in 2002. Yet anoth-
er storyline to follow is Team USA’s defense and goaltending, which
has yet to surrender a goal so far this tournament.  

• PLAYERS TO WATCH -- While the U.S. relies on a balanced attack
and rolls its lines on a fairly even basis, keep an eye on these key
contributors:

Taylor Lipsett, F -- One of the top scorers for the U.S. National Sled
Hockey Team during the 2009-10 season, Lipsett has found the back
of the net in each of Team USA’s first three games and leads the U.S.
with four goals overall. The Mesquite, Texas, native is playing in his
second Paralympic Winter Games, and brings a veteran presence
despite his age (23). No one on Team USA knows better how to han-
dle gold than Lipsett. He currently works within Bank of America's
Private Wealth Management Division and would like to specialize in
wealth management for athletes.

Today’s 

Schedule

Canada vs. Japan Japan, 3-1
United States vs. Norway 7:00 p.m.



• YOUNG GUNS -- Despite Team USA’s lineup being filled
with nine Paralympic veterans, it is the youngest team in the
tournament by far. With an average age of just under 24-
years-old (23.8), Team USA is, on average, nearly seven
years younger than the next closest team. In fact, Joe
Howard (43), Mike Blabac (36) and captain Andy Yohe (31)
are the only players on the roster over the age of 30. Team
USA boasts three players under the age of 20, including 18-
year-olds Adam Page and Bubba Torres and 17-year-old
Josh Pauls.

Average Ages of Paralympic Sled Teams
United States 23.8 Norway 33.2
Canada 30.7 South Korea 33.7
Sweden 30.9 Italy 36.3
Czech Republic 31.9 Japan 36.9

• U.S. PARALYMPIC SLED TEAM BREAKDOWN:

Record when (W-OTW-OTL-L) --

Team USA scored first:  3-0-0-0
Opponent scored first:  0-0-0-0
Team USA led after first:  3-0-0-0
Opponent led after first:  0-0-0-0
Tied after first:  0-0-0-0
Team USA led after second:  3-0-0-0
Opponent led after second:  0-0-0-0
Tied after second:  0-0-0-0
Team USA scored two goals or less:  0-0-0-0
Team USA scored three goals: 1-0-0-0
Team USA scored four goals or more: 2-0-0-0
Opponent scored two goals or less:  3-0-0-0
Opponent scored three goals:  0-0-0-0
Opponent scored four goals or more:  0-0-0-0
One-goal games:  0-0-0-0
Two-goal games:  0-0-0-0
Games decided by three or more:  3-0-0-0
Outshot opponent:  3-0-0-0
Opponent outshot Team USA:  0-0-0-0
Shots Even: 0-0-0-0
Team USA had less than 10 shots:  0-0-0-0
Team USA had 10-14 shots:  0-0-0-0
Team USA had 15-19 shots:  1-0-0-0
Team USA had 20 shots or more:  2-0-0-0
Opponent had less than 10 shots:  3-0-0-0
Opponent had 10-14 shots:  0-0-0-0
Opponent had 15-19 shots:  0-0-0-0
Opponent had 20 shots or more: 0-0-0-0
Team USA scored a PPG:  3-0-0-0
Team USA did not score a PPG:  0-0-0-0
Opponent scored a PPG:  0-0-0-0
Opponent did not score a PPG:  3-0-0-0

Preliminary-Round Standings

Group A
Team W OTW OTL L PTS GF GA
United States 3 0 0 0 9 14 0
Japan 2 0 0 1 6 7 7
Czech Republic 1 0 0 2 3 5 7
South Korea 0 0 0 3 0 2 14

Group B
Team W OTW OTL L PTS GF GA
Canada 3 0 0 0 9 19 1
Norway 1 1 0 1 5 4 7
Sweden 1 0 1 1 4 3 12
Italy 0 0 0 3 0 1 7

• FOR THE LOVE aND THE GAME -- Four-time
Paralympian Joe Howard proposed to his wife, Carol, follow-
ing Team USA’s victory over Estonia at the 2002 Paralympic
Winter Games. The U.S. went on to win gold in Salt Lake City.

• LOOK WHO’S HERE -- USA Hockey executive director
Dave Ogrean will be in attendance for tonight’s game and
Team USA’s medal game on Friday or Saturday.

• ALL IN THE FAMILY -- U.S. forward Tim Jones is one of
three adopted children, all of whom are disabled. Tim’s mom,
a single mother, is a nurse just outside of Philadelphia. 
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UBC*Thunderbird Arena • Vancouver, B.C. (5,444)
March 13, 2010

South Korea 0 0 0 -- 0
United States 1 2 2 -- 5

1st: USA-Chace (Shaw, Landeros), 3:45
2nd: USA-Salamone (Howard), 4:45; 5x4 PPG

USA-Lipsett (Salamone, Yohe), 14:34; 5x4 PPG
3rd: USA-Lipsett (Unassisted), 8:32

USA-Chace (Unassisted), 14:22

Penalties: KOR 5-10; USA 6-12 Power Plays: KOR 0-6; USA 2-5
Shots:  KOR 2-2-1--5; USA 10-6-5--21
Saves: KOR-Choi (9-4-3--16); 45:00

USA-Cash (2-2-1--5); 45:00

Preliminary Round, Game 1 • USA vs. South Korea

UBC*Thunderbird Arena • Vancouver, B.C. (5,170)
March 14, 2010

United States 1 1 1 -- 3
Czech Republic 0 0 0 -- 0

1st: USA-Lipsett (Salamone, Chace), 7:53; 5x4 PPG
2nd: USA-Salamone (Unassisted), 12:01
3rd: USA-Connelly (Howard, Yohe), 3:44

Penalties: USA 6-12; CZE 3-6 Power Plays: USA 1-3; CZE 0-6
Shots:  USA 7-8-8--23; CZE 2-2-2--6
Saves: USA-Cash (2-2-2--6); 45:00

CZE-Vapenka (6-7-7--20); 45:00

Preliminary Round, Game 2 • USA vs. Czech Republic

UBC*Thunderbird Arena • Vancouver, B.C. (5,468)
March 16, 2010

Japan 0 0 0 -- 0
United States 2 2 2 -- 6

1st: USA-Page (Yohe, Jones), 1:05
USA-Shaw (Lipsett), 12:01

2nd: USA-Salamone (Yohe), 5:13; 5x4 PPG
USA-Lipsett (Unassisted), 13:22

3rd: USA-Howard (Chace), 4:10
USA-Landeros (Unassisted), 8:54

Penalties: JPN 3-6; USA 4-8 Power Plays: JPN 0-4; USA 1-4
Shots:  JPN 4-1-1--6; USA 6-7-6--19
Saves: JPN-Nagase (4-5-1--10); 34:10

JPN-Fukushima (X-X-3--3); 10:50
USA-Cash (4-1-X--5); 30:00
USA-Blabac (X-X-1--1); 15:00

Preliminary Round, Game 3 • USA vs. Japan
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GET TO KNOW TEAM USA

• THE HEAD COACH -- Head coach Ray Maluta is coach-
ing his first U.S. Paralympic Sled Hockey Team after recent-
ly completing his second season as head coach of the U.S.
National Sled Hockey Team. Under his watch, Team USA
captured its first-ever IPC Ice Sledge Hockey World
Championship in 2009. He also serves as the general man-
ager of The Sports Centre in Rochester, N.Y., where he has
hosted several USA Hockey National Championships and
Player Development Camps over the years. The 1974 NHL
seventh-round draftee spent some time with the Boston
Bruins and played five years (1975-80) in the AHL with the
Rochester Americans before finishing his professional
career in Europe with HC Salzburg in 1981. Maluta resides
in Rochester, N.Y., with his wife, Sandy.

• LINE THEM UP -- Team USA’s lines are known by the
color of their practice jerseys that are always assigned to
them.

The Red Line
Joe Howard, Alexi Salamone and Bubba Torres

The White Line
Taylor Lipsett, Josh Pauls and Greg Shaw

The Blue Line
Brad Emmerson, Tim Jones and Adam Page

• GOING ON THE DEFENSIVE -- Of Team USA’s four
defensemen, two only recently converted to the position after
spending years as forwards. Taylor Chace and Andy Yohe
made the transition to defense during the 2009-10 season at
the suggestion of the U.S. coaching staff, who hoped the play-
ers’ speed combined with their veteran hockey sense would
bring another dimension to the team’s back end.

• “BUFFALO NINE” -- Leading up to the Paralympic Winter
Games, several members of Team USA relocated to Buffalo,
N.Y. to practice together. While several of the “Buffalo Nine,”
including Mike Blabac, Brad Emmerson, Adam Page, Alexi
Salamone and Andy Yohe lived in the Buffalo or Rochester
area, others temporarily abandoned their home lives to train
with their teammates. Among those who moved were Steve
Cash (Overland, Mo.), Taylor Chace (Hampton Falls, N.H.),
Jimmy Connelly (Galloway, N.J.) and Nikko Landeros
(Berthoud, Colo.).

• TEAM USA AND THE PARALYMPICS -- Team USA
brings Paralympic experience to Vancouver, as nine of its 15
players participated in the 2006 Paralympic Winter Games
in Torino, Italy. Joe Howard is the lone U.S. player to have
skated in multiple Paralympics (1998, 2002, 2006). 

2006 Paralympians on Team USA
G Steve Cash D Taylor Chace
D Jimmy Connelly F Brad Emmerson
F Joe Howard F Tim Jones
F Taylor Lipsett F Alexi Salamone
D Andy Yohe

• SPEED RACERS -- Recently, the members of the U.S.
Paralympic Sled Hockey Team were outfitted for brand new
sled buckets designed by the Extreme Ice Center in Indian
Trail, N.C. NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver Joey Lagano
became involved in the project when his father, Tom - a part-
ner at the Extreme Ice Center - tipped him off. The reigning
Rookie of the Year driver used his status as a member of the
Coca-Cola Family of Drivers to help fund the project, which
all-told produced 20 new sleds for Team USA. The U.S. play-
ers also brought along their older sleds in case of malfunc-
tions.

• LUCK OF THE JAPANESE -- U.S. head coach Ray Maluta
carries with him a good luck trinket he purchased at the
Zenko-ji temple in Nagano City, Japan, last January during
the 2010 Japan Para Ice Sledge Hockey Championships.

• IN THE oTHeR RINK -- The U.S. took part in a team-build-
ing curling excursion to Hollyburn Country Club in West
Vancouver last Tuesday. Video and photos from the outing
can be found at USAHockey.com

• ON A ROLL -- Team USA goalie Steve Cash also tended
net for the University of Missouri-St. Louis’ inline hockey team
from 2007-09. He plans on returning to UMSL next semester
after taking a break to train for these Games.

• CHACE-ING A DREAM -- U.S. defenseman Taylor Chace
attends the University of New Hampshire and frequently prac-
tices with players from the UNH men’s hockey team. He
hopes to coach able-bodied hockey one day, and is a USA
Hockey Level 3 Certified coach.

• USA HOCKEY HAPPENINGS -- Even after the Olympic
Winter Games, there is plenty going on at USA Hockey.
Below is a list of events currently on USA Hockey’s radar.

IIHF WORLD WOMEN’S UNDER-18 CHAMPIONSHIP
Woodridge, Ill., will play host to the 2010 International Ice
Hockey Federation World Women’s Under-18
Championship March 27-April 3. Team USA will look to cap-
ture its third straight gold medal at the event.

USA HOCKEY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Beginning March 26 and extending through May, USA
Hockey National Championships will be held in 16 different
sites across the country. National Champions will be
crowned at all levels including Youth, Girls, Junior, Women
and Adult.

PATTY KAZMAIER MEMORIAL AWARD
An award of The USA Hockey Foundation, the Patty
Kazmaier Memorial Award annually recognizes the most
outstanding player in NCAA Division I women’s ice hockey.
This year’s winner will be announced on March 20 in
Minneapolis.

U.S.  JUNIOR SLED HOCKEY TEAM EXHIBITIONS
On the heels of its Western Sled Hockey League champi-
onship, the U.S. National Junior Sled Hockey Team is taking
part in a three-game exhibition series against Sledge Team
Ontario March 18-20 in nearby Burnaby, B.C. Ontario won
today’s first game in a shootout, 2-1.



2009-10 U.S. National Sled Hockey Team

• WHO ARE YOU? -- The 2009-10 U.S. National Sled
Hockey Team was composed of 18 players who competed in
two IPC-sanctioned tournaments and many exhibition series
from August 2009 through January 2010. The team posted a
9-3-1-3 overall record prior to these Games, including a 7-1-
0-1 mark against teams other than Canada. Though the team
consisted of players from across the country, all camps and
practices were centralized in Rochester, N.Y. 

• SEASON RESULTS -- Below is a list of Team USA’s
games during the course of the 2009-10 season.

EXHIBITION SERIES VS. CANADA
Sept. 11-12, 2009 - Toronto, Ont.

Canada 4, USA 3 USA 2, Canada 1 (SO)

EXHIBITION SERIES VS. JAPAN
Sept. 24-26, 2009 - Rochester, N.Y.

USA 5, Japan 0 USA 7, Japan 1
USA 3, Japan 0

EXHIBITION SERIES VS. CANADA
Oct. 30-31, 2009 - Rochester, N.Y.

Canada 2, USA 1 (SO) USA 3, Canada 0

WORLD SLEDGE HOCKEY CHALLENGE
Nov. 17-21, 2009 - Charlottetown, P.E.I.

Canada 4, USA 0 USA 2, Japan 0
USA 3, Norway 0 USA 3, Canada 2 (OT)*

JAPAN PARA ICE SLEDGE HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS
Jan. 19-24, 2010 - Nagano City, Japan

Norway 3, USA 1 USA 1, Czech Republic 0
USA 3, Japan 1 USA 2, Norway 1 (OT)
USA 3, Japan 0*

*Championship game

• SEASON STATS -- Below is a breakdown of Team USA
players’ 2009-10 season stats.

Name Pos. GP G A PTS PIM PPG SHG
Salamone, Alexi F 18 10 8 18 25 1 0
Howard, Joe F 19 6 10 16 12 1 0
Chace, Taylor D 19 7 8 15 12 2 1
Lipsett, Taylor F 19 9 5 14 4 3 0
Yohe, Andy D 17 3 8 11 8 0 0
Torres, Bubba F 19 3 5 8 6 0 0
Jones, Tim F 19 3 4 7 6 0 0
Page, Adam F 19 6 1 7 14 2 1
Emmerson, Brad F 19 2 2 4 2 0 0
Shaw, Greg F 19 2 2 4 12 0 0
Hannah, Lonnie D 10 0 3 3 2 0 0
Connelly, Jimmy D 19 0 2 2 4 0 0
Hallman, Mike D 11 2 0 2 2 1 0
Landeros, Nikko D 19 1 1 2 8 0 0
Manns, Chris D 5 0 1 1 0 0 0
TEAM 19 0 0 0 8 0 0
Cash, Steve G 18 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pauls, Josh F 14 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. Germaine, Kip D 6 0 0 0 0 0 0
Blabac, Mike G 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 19 55 60 115 133 11 2

Name GP MIN GA GAA SVS SV% SO REC
Cash, Steve 18 812:40 16 0.89 186 .921 9 11-3-1-3
Blabac, Mike 2 60:00 1 0.75 1 .857 0 1-0-0-0
TOTAL 19 872:40 17 0.88 186 .919 9 11-3-1-3

• TEAM USA 2009-10 BREAKDOWN (INCLUDES PWG):

Record when (W-OTW-OTL-L) --

Team USA scored first:  12-1-0-2
Opponent scored first:  0-2-1-1
Team USA led after first:  8-0-0-2
Opponent led after first:  0-1-1-1
Tied after first:  4-2-0-0
Team USA led after second:  10-0-0-0
Opponent led after second:  0-0-1-3
Tied after second:  2-3-0-0
Team USA scored two goals or less:  2-2-1-2
Team USA scored three goals: 6-1-0-1
Team USA scored four goals or more: 4-0-0-0
Opponent scored two goals or less:  12-3-1-0
Opponent scored three goals:  0-0-0-1
Opponent scored four goals or more:  0-0-0-2
One-goal games:  1-3-1-1
Two-goal games:  2-0-0-1
Games decided by three or more:  9-0-0-1
Outshot opponent:  11-1-0-1
Opponent outshot Team USA:  0-2-1-2
Shots Even: 1-0-0-0
Team USA had less than 10 shots:  1-1-0-0
Team USA had 10-14 shots:  1-1-1-2
Team USA had 15-19 shots:  5-1-0-0
Team USA had 20 shots or more:  5-0-0-1
Opponent had less than 10 shots:  8-0-0-0
Opponent had 10-14 shots:  4-2-0-0
Opponent had 15-19 shots:  0-1-1-2
Opponent had 20 shots or more: 0-0-0-1
Team USA scored a PPG:  7-0-1-1
Team USA did not score a PPG:  5-3-0-2
Opponent scored a PPG:  1-1-1-2
Opponent did not score a PPG:  11-2-0-1

• SEASON NOTES -- Team USA is a perfect 12-3-0-0 when
leading or tied after two periods, but is 0-0-1-3 when trailing
heading into the final frame ... The U.S. has lost only once
(a 2-1 shootout exhibition decision to Canada) when holding
its opponent to two goals or less ... Team USA is 11-1-0-1
when outshooting its opponent, and is a perfect 12-2-0-0
when holding its opponents to less than 15 shots on goal ...
The U.S. has dropped only one decision in 14 games when
its opponents went without a power-play tally.
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